640 LABOUR, WAGES AND PRICES

Wages in Canadian Manufacturing Industries in 1915 and
1919.—At the census of manufactures taken for 1915, an attempt
was made for the first time to secure detailed statistics of the wages
paid in manufacturing establishments throughout Canada. Statis-
tics of wages were actually obtained from 14,887 manufacturing con-
cerns, having 394 597 wage-earners out of a total enumerated in the
census of 462,200. In 1919, statistics of wages were obtained on a
somewhat similar schedule for 525,505 wage-earners out of an ascer-
tained total of 594,118 wage-earners employed in Canadian manu-
facturing industries. The statistics for these two years are given
for comparative purposes in Table 24

The increase in wages during the four year period between 1915
and 1919 may best be measured by taking the median wage, that is,
the wage of the individual in each group who, as nearly as can be
ascertained, has just as many persons receiving more than him as
receive less than him. On the assumption that the earnings of the
members of the wage-group containing these individuals were evenly
distributed between the upper and lower limits, the median w:ges
in 1919 were as follows, the 1915 median wages being given for com-
parative purposes in parentheses: males over 16, $22.78 ($12.64);
females over 16, $11.59 ($6.87); males under 16, $8.37, females
under 16, $7.71, all wage-earners under 16, $8.06 ($4.48). For males
over 16 the median wage, therefore, increased by 80-2 p.c., for
females over 16 by 68:7 p.c., for wage-earners under 16 by 79-9
p.c. in the four year period. Table 28, compiled by the Department
of Labour, shows an increase in the cost of living from 104 p.c. of
the 1913 cost in December 1915 to 175 p.c. in December 1919, or
an advance of 68:2 p.c. on the 1915 prices.

24.—Weekly Wages in Canadian Manufacturing Industries, 1915 and 1919.
(Weekly pay for week ended Dec. 15 in each year).
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Summary.

Under $10 per week...ovvienereeenniiiiiii i 8,192 84,044 58,438 150,674
Over $10 per week.......... .. 219 | 234,357 9,347 243,923
Per cent under $10 per week 97 4 26.4 86.21 38.18
Per cent over $10 per week.. 2.6 73.6 13.79 61.82




